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connected to the Internet, but only one can

really make practical use of the higher

speed. The first is the Audiovox XV6600, a PDA with a built-in phone
that is based on Microsoft's Pocket PC operating system. This model is
essentially identical to a Sprint Pocket PC I reviewed in October. But the
Sprint version achieved only a fraction of the Internet speeds that the new
Verizon model can.

Like its Sprint sibling, the Verizon PDA has a crucial new feature -- a
slide-out keyboard that finally makes the Pocket PC a plausible competitor
of the palmOne Treo and the Research In Motion BlackBerry for serious
mobile e-mail users.

The XV6600 went on sale this week through Verizon's corporate sales
channels and will be in Verizon stores next month. It costs $549 with a
two-year contract. The monthly fee for unlimited use of the high-speed
Audiovox XV6600 EV-DO data network is $44.99, on top of the cost of a voice calling plan.

Compared with the new Sprint Treo 650, the gold standard of such smart phones, the XV6600 is
big, pricey and power hungry. It's heavier and bigger than the Treo and has less battery life -- just
2.5 hours of talk time, half of the Treo's. It also has a lower-resolution screen and costs $100
more. But the Sprint Treo 650, as nice as it is, can only fetch e-mail and surf the Web at speeds of
up to 70 kilobits a second. In my tests, Verizon's new Pocket PC was never slower than 349
kilobits a second, and it averaged between 450 and 550 kilobits.

Armed with those speeds, I was able to confidently set the e-mail program on the device to get the
full text of messages and even attachments. It downloaded hundreds of e-mails daily, at speeds
that, while not as fast as my office and home PCs, were close enough that I felt almost as if [ was
at the computer. On the Internet, Web pages rendered quickly, and I was able to play streaming
audio and video, at good resolution, with no more stuttering than you'd get on a PC.

The new EV-DO phone, the LG VX8000, is a standard-looking camera-equipped flip phone that
will go on sale in the first quarter of 2005 for less than $300. The monthly fee for high-speed
network use will be less than $25, which includes unlimited access to Verizon's basic video news
clips service, its "Mobile Web," and some other canned Internet services designed for cellphones.

Like many phones, this new LG model lacks a decent e-mail program and Web browser, and
comes with only crippled versions mainly intended to access services selected by the carrier. For
that reason, I couldn't use speed-testing Web sites to measure the phone's Internet speed. But
downloading Web pages on the phone felt like a broadband experience, and I was easily able to
view videos streamed from the Web, usually a painful experience on a phone.

Verizon says the VX8000 will have a better e-mail program when it ships next year. But unless
it's a really good one, I doubt it will be worth buying this phone for its EV-DO capabilities. The
high speed gets you only online video clips and faster downloading of games and ring tones,
which hardly seem worth the monthly fee.

Bottom line: The new Verizon EV-DO network is a very good thing, and it's a great addition to a

laptop or PDA. But until Verizon and other carriers allow regular phones to have more
computerlike capabilities, wireless broadband won't matter much for average cellphone users.
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